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I have a ‘made’ neighbourhood plan, what’s next? 

 

Producing a neighbourhood plan is just the beginning. It is 

important to make sure your made neighbourhood plan is 

used and doesn’t end up sitting on a shelf gathering dust. 

It is essential to monitor how your plan is doing in the real 

world. Aspects of monitoring can include: 

 Monitoring planning applications: The local authority will 

have to consider the neighbourhood plan anyway in their 

decision making, but being proactive and submitting 

responses to consultations on applications with specific 

reference to your plan policies can help ensure a strong 

influence. 

 Monitoring LPA decisions on planning applications: The 

neighbourhood plan is one of a number of 

considerations for planning officers. Monitoring decisions 

on applications in relation to your neighbourhood plan 

can allow you to establish whether policies in your plan 

are doing what they set out to achieve (for example, are 

planning officers applying your policy in the way you had 

originally intended?). If not, you may want to considering 

revising your made neighbourhood plan. 

 Monitoring the local and national planning policy 

context: National and local policy changes. It is 
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important to keep up to date on these changes as they 

may have implications on your neighbourhood plan, with 

policies becoming out of date. 

You may wish to set up a monitoring group after the plan has 

been made. 

If you had community projects or aspirations in your plan, you 

may also want to set up an implementation group that 

focuses solely on bringing forward these schemes. 

I have a ‘made’ plan and I wish to modify/review it. 

Minor updates that would not materially affect policies may be 

made by the local planning authority, with consent from the 

qualifying body. In these circumstances, there is no need to 

repeat consultation, examination and the referendum. Similar 

provisions exist for correcting errors in a plan. 

Substantial revision to a neighbourhood plan would need to 

go through the later stages of the process, from pre-

submission consultation onwards. 

Any group with a ‘made’ neighbourhood plan is eligible to 

apply for a new set of grant and technical support in order to 

modify their neighbourhood plan. Details can be found in the 

Grant Funding & Technical Support Guidance Notes. 

 


