
Report to Stanwick Parish Council meeting 15th November 2018 

Prepared by J Hodgson 

Pathfinder II Project 

 

1. Background 

1.1 The Parish Council met with J Maddams, NCC Emergency Planning Officer, on 1st February 2018 to learn 

about the project 

1.2 Stanwick Parish Council’s application to join Pathfinder II was accepted. 

1.3 The civil engineers DSA were commissioned by Pathfinder II undertake a survey of the water course 

(Stanwick Brook) 

1.4 On 19th September the community was invited to walk the brook with the civil engineer 

1.5 A public meeting was held on 1st November and the civil engineer presented his report. 

 

2. Grant funding 

2.1 As part of the Pathfinder II Project there is a grant of up to £3000.00 available to every community that is 

part of the project to build community resilience and/or reduce the chances of flooding. 

2.2 The civil engineer’s report makes some suggestions as to how this money could be spent. 

2.3 STEP (Stanwick Environmental Project), the group most familiar with the brook and flooding issues in 

Stanwick, believe that the grant should be focussed on works along the Chelveston Road (cemetery road) 

corridor. They contend that if the water is correctly managed in that area, flooding is less likely downstream 

where the houses are. 

2.4 STEP suggest that the money could be used to use a camera on the road drains to identify damaged or 

blocked drains. 

2.5 The grant monies need to be spent by 31st March 2019 

 

3. Role of the Parish Council  

3.1 Northamptonshire County Council Flood water team have created the attached template letters for Parish 

Councils to use.  

3.2 The Parish Council also has a role to play in monitoring the condition of drainage gullies. 

Northamptonshire County Council Highways is responsible for the maintenance of surface water drains. In 

the present financial climate, the Highways have extended the routine maintenance i.e. emptying of detritus, 

from every 12 months to every 24 months.  

3.3 Blocked drainage gullies increase the likelihood of surface water flooding affecting resident properties. 

3.4 The Council can actively monitoring and reporting blocked gullies. 

3.5 Leaf litter and other litter does accumulate on footpaths and does migrate into the road and potentially into 

the surface water drains. ENC (East Northamptonshire Council) is responsible for road sweeping and 

cleansing foot paths. 



3.6 ENC does have difficulty keeping the gutters clear as the mechanical sweeper is prevented from cleansing 

by parked vehicles. 

3.7 However, there is an argument that by reducing the litter on the pavement, less will get into the road and 

therefore less will get into the drains. 

3.8 ENC’s waste contract operates on an ‘output specification’ which means that rather than there being a 

fixed schedule of cleansing, the contract is managed on results. 

3.9 In practise this seems to mean, local monitoring and reporting. 

3.10 It would be beneficial for the Parish Council to maintain a record riparian owners, be it landowners or 

home owners, NCC Highways or Highways England. 

 

4. Flood resilience plan 

4.1 As part of Pathfinder II communities are expected to have a flood resilience plan to sit alongside the 

Emergency Plan. 

 

5. Long term aspiration 

5.1 It has been suggested that a long term solution for water management within the village would be to the 

area known as Brookview Pastures to be acquired and turned into a wet land area for wildlife. 

 

6. Resource implications 

6.1The Council is not required to make any capital expenditure, however there is the potential for a cost in 

staff time due to monitoring, reporting and letter sending as identified above.  

6.2The financial cost could be reduced by a councillor assuming the responsibility of monitoring and 

reporting. 

 

7. Action required 

7.1 To make a resolution that specifies the level of Parish Council involvement in flood prevention/mitigation 

measures and how the grant monies should be directed. For example 

 Issuing the template letters as appropriate (3.1 above & attachments) 

 Issuing ‘education/information’ notices/leaflets to riparian owners explaining responsibilities & 

consequences of not keeping their stretch free of waste etc. Frequency to be determined. 

 Land Registry searches to establish land owners where this is not known 

 Writing to Spire Homes re unadopted sewers in Cumberland Avenue (with a view to encouraging them 

to get them adopted) and Parklands re flood defence measures for their properties. 

 Regular monitoring of highways drainage assets & Highways England drainage assets (that affect 

Stanwick) and reporting of problems 

 Project development (for grant applications) for longer term actions 

 Prioritising works and sourcing quotes  

7.2 To determine whether a Flood Mitigation working group should be established. 

7.3 To consider delegating authority to the Clerk to apply for and spend Pathfinder II grant monies without 

reference to the Council. 



 

8. Further information 

8.1 The NCC website holds a number of information guides  

https://www.floodtoolkit.com/pdf-library/ 

https://www.floodtoolkit.com/pdf-library/


[Name] 

[Address] 

[City] 

[Post Code] 

 

[Date] 

Dear [Name] 

RE: Maintaining Ditches, Watercourses, Pipes or Drains (delete as appropriate) - location 

The Parish Council note that the above watercourse/ditch/pipe/drain is in a condition such that 

the proper flow of water is being impeded and is no longer functioning as an efficient land drain. 

The Parish Council understand that you are the owner of the adjacent land and consequently 

you are the Riparian owner and responsible for maintaining the watercourse/ditch/pipe/drain. 

It would be appreciated if you could arrange to clear this watercourse/ditch/pipe/drain as soon 

as practicable in order to reduce the flood risk to your neighbours’ and residents of the parish. 

Rather than involving Northamptonshire County Council as this stage, we are simply 

approaching you as your local Parish Council to request that you make the necessary 

arrangements to clear this watercourse/ditch/pipe/drain. 

Your co-operation regarding this matter would be appreciated. We do hope that you will be able 

to work with us to help reduce the risk of flooding in our community. 

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me on …………………… or another 

member of the Parish Council on ……………… 

Yours sincerely/faithfully 

(Name) 

(Designation) 

 

 

 

Please ask for:  

Tel:   

Our ref:   

Your ref:   

Date:   16thDecember 2014 



[Name] 

[Address] 

[City] 

[Post Code] 

 

[Date] 

Dear [Name] 

RE: Maintaining Ditches, Watercourses, Pipes or Drains (delete as appropriate) - location  

The parish council wrote to you on …………… to advise you that your 

watercourse/ditch/pipe/drain is in a condition such that the proper flow of water is being 

impeded and it is no longer functioning as an efficient land drain.  

If the work is not carried out the Parish Council may need to formally refer this matter to 

Northamptonshire County Council who may then take further action. 

If you believe that somebody else is responsible for the condition of the 

watercourse/ditch/pipe/drain, then please provide us with the relevant contact details and your 

reasons for believing that the condition of the watercourse/ditch/pipe/drain is attributable to 

them. 

If you would like further information on your rights and responsibilities as a riparian owner the 

Environment Agency has a booklet “Living on the Edge”. 

Should you be unable to arrange the work to be carried out for any reason or require assistance 

please contact (name) on the number below or email (parish council email) 

Yours sincerely/faithfully 

(Name) 

(Designation) 

 

 

 

Please ask for:  

Tel:   

Our ref:   

Your ref:   

Date:   16thDecember 2014 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/297423/LIT_7114_c70612.pdf

