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Report to Stanwick Parish Council meeting 21st February 2019 

Prepared by J Hodgson 

Code of Conduct and the Local Government Ethical Standards report 2019 

1. Background 

1.1 The Localism Act 2011 s 27 requires every council to adopt a code of conduct. 

1.2 The legislation does not prescribe a model code to be adopted and the Parish Council had 

the options of adopting the Code drawn up by East Northamptonshire Council, by NALC or a 

code of its own. 

1.3 The Parish Council chose to adopt the Code of Conduct drawn up by NALC. 

1.4 The Code of Conduct adopted in 2012 was amended in 2015 following a Parish Council 

decision to change how some dispensation requests were managed. 

 

2. Local Government Ethical Standards report 2019 

2.1 The Committee on Standards in Public Life published their report on the 30th January 2019. 

2.2 The report makes a number of recommendations that require parliamentary time to enact. 

2.3 The report lists 15 Best Practices that do not require legislative changes and the Committee 

has stated an expectation that they should be implemented before 2020. 

2.4 The list of best practice has been extracted and attached for convenience. 

 

3. General impact of the report on Codes of Conduct 

3.1 The report recommends that there should be a uniform Code of Conduct across all tiers of 

local government, parish, district and county, in any given area. 

3.2 This is to simplify matters for councillors who may represent more than one body, the 

public and for the Monitoring Officer that oversees the complaints procedure.  

3.3 It is not known whether East Northamptonshire Council and NALC intend to revise their 

Codes in light of the report in the short term. 

3.4 In this area matters are complicated by the impending transformation to unitary governance. 
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4. Stanwick Parish Council Code of Conduct and the Report 

4.1 Of the 15 Best Practice statements, 6 are relevant to the Parish Council. The remainder 

being applicable to district authorities and above. 

4.2 Best Practice 1, 2, 10 and 11 relate directly to the Code of Conduct. 

4.3 I have drafted a version of the Parish Council Code of Conduct with these best practices 

incorporated. None of the original text has been deleted. 

4.4 Best Practice 4, the availability of the Code, is already in place. 

4.5 Best Practice 5, gifts and hospitality register, is not overly pertinent to the Council as 

members have never been offered gifts or hospitality in connection with their role. However 

there may be scope to make an annual statement to that effect for the sake of transparency. 

 

5. Recommendations 

5.1 I recommend that the revised Code of Conduct attached to this report is adopted by this 

Council until such times that a uniform Code for the North Northamptonshire area is presented 

for adoption. (Agenda item 18.171) 

5.2 That consideration is given to requiring all councillors to make an annual statement that 

they have accepted any gifts or hospitality as councillors or not and that this be recorded in the 

Minutes. (Agenda item 18.172) 

 

 

Notes 

The Stanwick Parish Council Code of Conduct 2019 revision draft shows all additions in blue. 

The original Code text is shown in black 

Link to the full report https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-government-ethical-

standards-report 
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