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Report to Stanwick Parish Council meeting 21st February 2019 

Prepared by J Hodgson 

Cemetery Administration 

Agenda item 18.170 

 

18.170 a  Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial 

The Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial confers the right to specify who can be buried in the 

grave. It does not confer any other right automatically. The owner must sign to authorise any 

application in connection with the plot, except for their own burial. 

Where a Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial is ‘pre-purchased’ it is usually for that person’s 

own use, for example G Smith buys the right to be buried in plot 987. The situation of G Smith 

purchasing the Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial for plots 987,986 and 985 (for family 

members) is discouraged to prevent delays at the time of the funeral. 

The Local Authorities Cemeteries Order 1977 stipulates that the maximum period for a Grant 

of Exclusive Right of Burial is 100 years. This was a change from the previous ‘in perpetuity’ 

arrangement. Burial authorities can choose to issue grants for a period of less than 100 years. 

Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial applies to both grave plots and plots for cremated remains. 

Pre-purchase of plots for cremated remains is less common but does happen. 

The Council should review how the Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial is issued. 

Reasons: 

To allow for better land management and to minimise the risk of grave plots remaining unused. 

Options: 

1. Where it is a case of pre-purchase, the period of the grant could be restricted to 20 years with 

the option to renew. 

After 20 years, the grave would revert to the Council if the option to renew had not been taken 

up, allowing the Council to use the grave for someone else. 

The option to renew could be repeated up to the maximum of 100 years. 

Upon the death and interment of the owner, the Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial would be 

transferred to the new owner for the unexpired period of the 100 years (from the date of the 

original grant). 

2. Not to permit the pre-purchase of graves.  

There are two sets of circumstance where pre-purchase occurs: 

 Someone who simply wants to reserve their grave plot 

 Where a spouse has died and the surviving spouse would otherwise have chosen to be 

buried in the same plot (double depth burial). The adjoining plot needs to be pre-

purchased to ensure they are buried together. 
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The ground conditions are not suitable for double depth graves and they are no longer permitted 

at Stanwick cemetery. 

The council could stop allowing reservation pre-purchases, but allow side by side purchases 

where an interment is taking place. It would be advisable limit length of the Grant of Exclusive 

Right of Burial in the vacant plot. 

There are council cemeteries that refuse to allow pre-purchase. 

This would affect new Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial and not existing Grants. 

Recommendation: That Exclusive Rights of Burial issued on the cases of pre-purchase are to 

a shorter period, with the option to renew. 

 

18.170 b Memorials permits 

The rules for the cemetery allow for the owner of the Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial to 

apply for a memorial on a grave. The permit does not exceed the remaining unexpired portion 

of the Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial. 

This means that the permit could be issued for 97 years for example. However, memorials are 

likely to fail well within this period. 

It has been recommended within the industry for many years that the memorial permit is for a 

much shorter period. The reality is that the Council will not kept apprised of the owners contact 

details as they change or even if the owner dies. 

A shorter permit period would allow the Council to remove and dispose of the memorial if it 

became a hazard. 

By having a shorter permit period, the Council is more likely to keep better links with the owner 

and be able to contact the owner in the event of a problem. 

There could be an option to re-new for a further 30 year period providing any identified 

remedial works are undertaken. 

A memorial from a reputable mason is likely to have a 5 year warranty.  

Taken from ‘Cemetery Management and Administration for Local Council Clerks’: 

“In general the period of the memorial rights is limited to 30 years as this is seen as 

being a reasonable time in which to expect a properly installed memorial to remain 

standing and not become unstable and therefore dangerous. Should ….memorial  

rights [be] for say 75 years it would follow that no action could be taken should the 

memorial become unstable and hazardous, except action designed to make it safe, 

during the period of the rights issued. This thinking was brought about due to the 

liabilities and duty of care placed on burial authorities in relation to dangerous 

memorials” 

The Local Government Ombudsman Report ‘Memorial Safety in local authority cemeteries’ 

2006 contains the expectation that memorials will be permitted for 30 year periods. 
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The Council should consider what is the appropriate period for memorial consents to be 

issued 

Recommendation: that memorial permits be issued for no more than 30 years with effect from 

1st April 2019 

 

18.170 c Registration of memorial masons 

The Council should consider whether it would be in the Council’s interest to join the British 

Register of Accredited Memorial Masons (BRAMM).  

http://www.bramm-uk.org/ 

Membership of the scheme would mean that only masons who were also members would be 

permitted to work in the cemetery.  

The key benefit for the Council would be that if there was a problem with how the memorial 

had been installed, BRAMM would take that up with the mason rather than the council doing 

so. 

An on line check of registered members lists two of the masons who undertake work at the 

cemetery (RGR Memorials and the Co-op). A third mason that does a lot of work in the 

cemetery, Blenkharns, does not appear to be registered. 

Recommendation: That the Council does not register with BRAMM as it restricts the working 

opportunities for qualified masons. 

There is another organisation 

18.170 e NAMM National Association of memorial masons 

https://www.namm.org.uk/ 

Burial authorities are offered free ‘partnership’ membership. See attached page from their 

website. The Council already requires all memorial to be fixed in accordance with the NAMM 

Code of Practice. Membership would give the Council access to insurance and qualification 

information for masons, particularly important is it is an ‘unknown’ mason, but does not restrict 

who is permitted to be work in the cemetery by virtue of scheme membership. 

The purpose of NAMM is to drive up industry standards. If NAMM receive a complaint about 

a registered mason they will investigate. 

An online check shows that Blenkharn Monumental Masons, RGR Memorials and WT Drage 

& Sons on the Register. 

Recommendation: That the Council register for free partnership membership. 

 

18.170 f  Size of memorials 

The permitted sizes of memorials in the cemetery were carried forward from the dimensions 

set by Raunds Town Council (as they manged the cemetery prior to 2000). 

http://www.bramm-uk.org/
https://www.namm.org.uk/
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I have contacted Blenkharn Memorial Masons to ask whether these specifications are 

appropriate for the current memorial market and it is clear from the response, extract below, 

that the stated permitted maximum dimensions should be reviewed. 

‘Quite a few councils have capped the height regulation to 3ft overall. Some have the overall 

height of 30” 

Overall width 30” in general (34”-36” at a squeeze) for the lawn memorials.  Overall width 

for the traditional section 36”. 

The memorials can be smaller. 

A general “off the peg” size, which majority of granite merchants and masons stock is:- 

Headstone 27”High x 21” wide x 3” thick.  Base 3” thick x 24” wide x 12” back to front. 

Overall height 30”. Overall width 24”. 

If you want my personal opinion, I would cap the height at 3ft like a lot of the other councils 

have. 

Your fees and charges sheet:- Erection of Headstone, you stipulate the headstone size 2ft6, 

might be wise to stipulate an overall base size, (there is nothing in that sentence to stop 

anyone putting a 6” thick base under it, bringing it up to 42” overall. 

 

Kerb sets: 

We usually use a 7ft x 3ft or a 7ft2” x 3ft” foundation (this is the foundation, not the 

memorial stone) 

We build the kerb set off that, so in theory they don’t exceed the floor span of the foundation. 

I would suggest you think about stipulating some overall sizes for the sections. 

If you are thinking of setting up a new burial area, I would suggest, more information what 

you will permit and keep it a lawn area 

There will always be someone who will want bigger, better and more extravagant. If you 

have the rules in place, you can decide then about giving permission. 

If you don’t have the rules, then you won’t have much of a say.’ 

 

Recommendation: That the Council adopts the maximum dimensions as suggested above, 

 

18.170 g  Temporary fixes for unsafe memorials 

As stated in the report to Council in November 2018, the Council needs to have an agreed plan 

for headstones that are deemed unsafe that can be implemented immediately. These are 

regarded as ‘temporary fixes’ and can include: 

 Make it a monolith by sinking it by one third 
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 Stake and bind (laminated information cards recommended) 

 Avoid laying the memorial down as this creates a trip hazard 

 Cordon off 

A range of solutions may be appropriate. 

The Council needs to determine how it will carry out temporary fixes before testing and 

inspection can take place as opposed to just using one method. 

It also needs to determine who will undertake the temporary fixes and this is potentially more 

problematic. 

If councillors are doing the assessment, the ‘fixer’ would need to be on site at the same time. 

An alternative would be to outsource both the assessment and temporary fixes to one company. 

The Council could consider sending local person to do the safety training who also has the 

skills to make safe. 

The Council needs to make a decision on how to proceed 

 

 

 

 

 

Post meeting action: 

The following documents will require review to take into account the decisions made  

 Memorial application form 

 Memorial permit 

 Memorial consent 

 Cemetery Rules 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


